NEIGHBOURS WHO DISAPPEARED

Richard the only one of the family who returned home.

The Fantl family lived in a small house, number 134, near the synagogue.
The house was beneath the chateau close to Zameckd alley. Heinrich and
Julia Fantl had five children: Richard, Ernst, Josef, Helena and Frieda.
Josef, who was slightly over twenty, is said to have been killed by SS-men
in Karlovy Vary. Then the family went through Terezin and then the
concentration camps Mauthausen and Auschwitz. Both parents were killed
in gas chambers and the girls’ fates are unknown.

The only one who survived and also got back to Mastov was Richard. He
survived the concentration camps only thanks to - as he later remembered
- the fact that in the camp he led a pony pulling a cart and shared oats
with the horse. In the summer of 1945 he returned to his native town
Mastov with broken health. He was 2!
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up. According to his narration Bene Davidovié and his brother were the only ones of the whole family wi

the Holocaust. At the end of the war they were in an unknown small town called Mastov in the Northwest of Bohemia. He settled here in house number 123 (next to
our school) together with his brother and his cousin Cvi. Then Ester with her siblings came to join them. The wedding of Bene and Ester took place in Mastov. Richard
Fantl was their wedding witness. Then the year of 1948 arrived and all the changes followed, The State of Israel was being founded and the Jews believed it was the
Promised Land. The Davidoviés decided to go there. The people living in Mastov and Israel have not known anything about each other for 40 years.
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